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FoSBR Newsletter         Number 96           January 2018 
 

 

Happy New Year to all FOSBR Members - 

what will this coming year bring to our railways? 
 

 

 
 

Will the Filton Bank 4-tracking be 

completed by the end of 2018? 

Trains on the Severn Beach line - will 

the new trains run on time this year?  

 
 

Portishead passenger service - will the 

finances be sorted out this year? 

Portway Park & Ride station - will 

work start on the new platform? 

Severn Beach train passing Portway P & R site. 

Photo by Greater Bristol Metro Rail 
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My thoughts on the new Intercity Express Trains                      Olga Taylor 

We all knew that the new Hitachi Class 800s known as the InterCity Express Programme 

trains were coming into service in October 2017.  Train enthusiasts had been taking 

pictures of the Class 800s being trialled on the Swansea to Paddington route for a while, 

but the date was still to be confirmed. 

It must have been kept secret, probably, to ensure that the very first service would not 

attract too much attention – especially if there were any issues!  Even GWR staff were 

warned to avoid the very first one, to ensure that the 10 coach train would not get 

overcrowded.  So you can only imagine how surprised and thrilled I was when I received a 

message from one of Pilning station supporters, saying he was pretty certain that the 

06:00 from Bristol Temple Meads on the following Monday was scheduled to be the very 

first IEP public service - and I, of all people, was actually invited to come along and share 

the fun!  

 

Inside the IEP on Monday 16/10/2017, at Bath Spa 

So there I was, on Platform 15 at Bristol Temple Meads, passed strict security, at 5:30 in 

the morning of Monday October the 16
th

, and whom did I see but the one and only Mark 

Youngman, GWR’s Integrated Transport Manager!  I would like to think that he was 

surprised to see me there, with my best frock on. (We had met in person, a couple of 

weeks prior, at South Gloucestershire Council Transport Forum.  Mr Youngman was 

proudly talking about the new IEP trains coming in soon and I had the cheek to ask when 

GWR were likely to stop at Pilning.  He cast a sad glance in my direction and said, “Never”). 
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Tim Bowles, the leader of West of England Combined Authority, was there too, and spoke 

to me in a cheerful manner.  Everyone had a festive look on their faces. 

I will skip the bit where there were issues with the IEP, so it could not leave the Stoke 

Gifford Depot on time, and where GWR had an HST ready to replace it for the 0600 service, 

and that it finally arrived, in all its glory, a few minutes late… 

We were finally on board and the fireworks went off as the train departed the station.  The 

ride was smooth, the coach nearly empty.  I suddenly remembered there was a bottle of 

Prosecco in my handbag.  Was it too early to drink?  Probably!  But we were celebrating 

something important – the start of the new era, where there is a hope for improved 

services for everyone, including Pilning passengers.  There was cheerful chatter, people 

were taking photographs and commenting on the advantages offered by the new class of 

trains.  Acceleration was fantastic, even though we were still running on diesel.  

My companion and I alighted at Didcot, where we boarded the other IEP (the one that left 

London Paddington at 07:00) and returned to Bristol Temple Meads just before 9 am.  We 

lingered around for a bit, taking more photographs, making sure this happy day had a 

secure place in our memories. 

 

A ride on the brand new InterCity Express Train is one event that will stay in my mind for a 

long time.  I very much enjoyed it, but a thought was still lurking in my mind - hundreds of 

millions of pounds had been spent on electrification that did not happen and trains that 

may not be as good as HSTs - compared with the small amount needed to restore a 

footbridge at Pilning...... 

Ed: Olga Taylor is a campaigner for improved services at Pilning Railway Station, including 

restoration of its footbridge 

The 10.51 Hitachi Class 800 

(headcode 1L51 800005/800006)  

Cardiff Central to London 

Paddington arriving at Didcot on 

October 23rd 
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 Portishead Passenger Service Re-instatement 

In the last newsletter, we reported that revised proposals for the Portishead line were 

being prepared.  Well, things are a bit clearer now ............  

 
Photo: Portishead Railway Group 

Revised proposals: 

· Initially it was planned to run 2 trains per hour but this has now been reduced to 1 train 

per hour plus some additional peak time trains.  

· The journey from Portishead to Temple Meads will take 23 minutes, calling at Pill, 

Parson Street and Bedminster (Ed:  and also, hopefully in the future, Ashton Gate?)  

· The service will be operated initially using three carriage trains (with approx. 270 seats); 

this can be increased to five carriage trains in the future as the platforms for the new 

Portishead and Pill stations will be sufficient for operating longer trains. 

 

Effect on infrastructure works required: 
 

The revised proposals have no significant effect on the works required for the section from 

Pill to Portishead but do reduce the works required on the section from Pill back to Bristol:   
 

· Increasing line speed increase from 30 mph to 50 mph east of Pill to Parson Street 

Junction is no longer necessary.  So there will be a speed of 75 mph from Portishead to 

Pill and 30 mph from Pill to Ashton Vale.  

· The extent of track renewal works and works to railway bridges, retaining walls and 

other structures is reduced,  

· Double tracking from Bower Ashton to Ashton Gate and new junction (Clifton Junction) 

is no longer needed.  

· Changes to Parson Street Junction are no longer needed  

· The impact of trains on the level crossing at Ashton Vale Road is reduced so much that 

alternative highway access to the Ashton Gate and Longbrook Trading Estates is no 

longer needed.  Apparently only a few tweaks to the road layout plus the use of traffic 

lights that respond to traffic volumes are all that is needed to make the crossing work 



5 

 

properly.  Indeed, the website has videos of traffic simulations (produced from the 

highway traffic modelling exercise) during the morning and afternoon peaks - showing 

how everything will run smoothly! 

 

Effect on the cost of the scheme: 

The revised 1 train per hour proposal plus the consequent reduction in works required, has 

reduced the overall cost of the scheme.  The revised costs MetroWest Phase 1 are now 

thought to be in the range £106.4M to £116.4M, including the cost of work to date of 

£9.7M. This represents a considerable reduction in costs from the previous estimate 

(March 2017) of between £145M and £175M - but still is about double the original 

preliminary business case estimate of c. £58M in 2014.    As the current budget for Phase 1 

is £57.8M, this leaves a funding gap of £48.6M to £58.6M. 

For more information: www.westofengland-ca.gov.uk/7-december-2017-west-england-combined-

authority-committee/item-11 

 

How is this to be funded?: 

One opportunity is to secure central government funding through the Department for 

Transport's (DfT) ‘Large Local Major Transport Scheme Fund’.  This is a competitive 

bidding process and not all bids will succeed.  The next available round had to be 

submitted to the DfT by 22 December 2017 and the decisions on funding will be 

announced in April/May 2018. 
 

The West of England Partnership was advised that, to increase the likelihood of a funding 

bid being successful, it would be necessary for the local contribution to be increased and 

other funding sources considered.  To this end, both North Somerset Council and West of 

England Combined Authority (WECA) have each promised an extra £6M to the scheme.  

Doing the calculations, based on the higher of the cost range for the scheme, this leaves a 

shortfall of £46M.  This is the amount that has been bidded for.  
 

Consultant Mott MacDonald has made a detailed independent review of the costs of the 

Portishead scheme, their final report being expected in December 2017.  Submission of the 

£46m bid to the Large Local Major Transport Scheme Fund was subject to this report not 

showing any further increase in costs.  Presumably this review was completed and agreed 

with the cost estimate produced by Network Rail - because the bid was submitted.   

To look at the bid and supporting docs, go to https://travelwest.info/projects/metrowest 
 

Timing:  

It is envisaged that MetroWest Phase 1 will be delivered in two stages: 

· Stage A in 2020 introducing half hourly services on the Severn Beach and Bath Spa 

lines with the possible extension to Westbury.  (The extension to Westbury would 

remove the need for a turnback at Bathampton - and so reduce costs) 

· Stage B in 2021 seeing the reopening of the Portishead Line.  

 

The consultation on the re-opening of the Portishead branch ended on 4th December 

2017; the responses are being considered and a report will be published in early 2018.  It is 

envisaged that there will be a public enquiry from October 2018 to April 2019.  
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Comments:   

v The scope of the Portishead scheme is now clearer as well as the costs and potential 

funding.  We will now just have to wait for the DfT's decision on the funding bid. 

v We are told that it is the intention to increase the trains per hour back up to the two 

originally considered - at some time in the future!  But it is hard to envisage the 

necessary extra work being done once the passenger service is up and running.  
 

************************************************************************** 

 

Portishead Road Improvements 
 

A £3.5 million scheme to improve traffic flow on the Portishead roundabout was 

completed three years ago, with the aim of reducing the large queues which used to 

regularly build up along the Portbury Hundred and Martcombe Road at rush-hour. 

Now further works have been deemed necessary to further reduce congestion.  Earlier this 

year, Transport Secretary Chris Grayling announced a national congestion relief 

programme.  In the South West, £2.8m was allocated to the improvements around 

junction 19 of the M5 for Portishead (the stipulation is that this money must be spent by 

March 2020).  This will fund two proposed schemes:   

Ø Further work on Junction 19 will increase the number of lanes leaving the southbound 

carriageway of the M5 from two to three.  This is to try and reduce the build up traffic 

on the inner lane of the motorway while waiting to reach the roundabout - which can 

stretch back across Avonmouth Bridge and as far as the Avonmouth Junction (Jn 18). 

Ø On 5th December N Somerset Council agreed to a £1M road improvement scheme 

within Portishead.  This would see Wyndham Way widened between the Sheepway 

and ‘Sail’ roundabouts to create a second lane for traffic heading into the town, 

increasing the capacity for Portishead-bound traffic. The outbound road leaving the 

town would remain as a single carriageway. 

 

Ed:  Just a thought - would all this work have been needed if the railway had been up and 

running by now?  These road works will obviously ease traffic congestion in the short term - 

but what about in the longer term?  So often, making the roads easier to travel attracts 

more and more drivers  - will the roads just clog up again, so that even more roads and/or 

road widening will be needed? 

The stretch of Wyndham Way in 

Portishead where 

 a new lane could be built to 

ease congestion 
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Thornbury Branch Line  - it is not dead in the water! 
 

You may remember that, in the previous newsletter, we reported that the Joint Transport 

Study had stated that the Thornbury link had been ruled out of the Transport Vision for the 

next 20 years - and was thus unlikely to be included in the Joint Local Transport Plan.   

Well, FOSBR was not taking this lying down because we believe that in the future it will be 

viable - and, in fact, necessary.  At the West of England Joint Committee on 30 October in 

Bath, Chris Parker and Tina Biggs from FOSBR gave statements.  

  

FOSBR member and Thornbury resident Chris Parker proposed a feasibility study and said 

that he felt that the Joint Transport Study “didn’t look deep enough into Thornbury and 

what is available”.  “At the moment there aren’t any decent options other than cars if you 

live outside of the north fringe,” he said. “Everything that has been planned so far is 

driving everyone towards the A38, which is only so wide. I wanted to make the point that 

even if a feasibility study isn’t included that it doesn’t preclude it or exclude it from being 

picked up later. Things change all the time and we would really scupper ourselves".  “It is 

about safeguarding for the town for the future. It might not be something that can happen 

for the next 10 or 20 years but it would be good to have the option to do it when the town 

is a significantly different place.”  

A committee spokeswoman said: “Whilst the JTS says there are no plans to introduce new 

rail services to Thornbury at this time, it does not rule out further work in future or a 

scheme in the longer-term.”  

FOSBR secretary Tina Briggs said she was “relieved they are not ruling out Thornbury”, 

adding that that her research showed a Thornbury train would be viable, with a new 

station connecting to Yate, linking to the national network through Bristol Temple Meads. 

“For us it’s a no brainer, the advantages are just so many.” 

                                                                           O O O O 

Following this, Matthew Riddle accepted an offer From FOSBR to visit the Thornbury line to 

see for himself if it could be viable.  So, on Monday 18 Dec 2017, a small group of 

FOSBRites met up with Matthew Ridley (Chair of South Gloucestershire Council) to look at 

various strategic points along the rail route from Yate to Thornbury.  We met at the Slad, 

where the existing freight rail line comes to an end at the A38 Grovesend tunnel.   

 

On the other side of the A38 from this tunnel there is a pylon for the 275,000 volt 

electricity supply - lying on the line where the old railway would have gone.  This would 

have to be taken into account when deciding on a route for a re-opened railway.  Matthew 

agreed that it would be impractical to reinstate the railway station in its original location 

(opposite Screwfix on Midland Way).  Our proposed location near the Midland Way/ 

Grovesend Road roundabout would be possible and also there would be space to build a 

car park next to it.  The location would be within walking distance for many in Thornbury 

but it is also probable that local buses will travel around Thornbury (and even Buckover 

Garden Village if that goes ahead) and then to the station. 
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There was discussion about who would use the line.  Would passengers wanting to go 

north from Yate (towards Birmingham) use it?  Probably not very much because it would 

be simpler to drive up to Charfield and catch a train there (when that station opens) or 

even Cam & Dursley. It was thought that most passengers would want to go towards 

Bristol; they could then access Bristol Parkway - with its connections to London, South 

Wales, Temple Meads and even North Filton and Henbury stations (when they are built). 
 

What about a light rail or tram along the route?  The problem is that setting up the 

necessary infrastructure for this (for instance, power supplies) would be expensive for re-

opening this relatively short line.  The other problem is that it would mean that passengers 

would have to change from light rail to heavy rail at Yate station - this would not be 

popular, especially if they also have to change trains at Parkway or Temple Meads.  

 

Would it be possible to take a carriage down from Thornbury to Yate and then couple it up 

at the station to a train travelling from the Midlands towards Bristol?  This way passengers 

would be spared the inconvenience of changing trains.  There would have to be some form 

of bay platform where this could be done.   

 

We looked at Yate Station; in the old days the two platforms faced each other, south of the 

A432 road bridge.   When the station was re-opened in 1989, the southbound platform 

was re-positioned north of the A432, while the northbound platform remained in its 

original position - so, a staggered platform station.  It may be possible to use the area 

behind the southbound platform for coupling the carriages.  

 

 

From left to right: 

Tina Biggs (FOSBR) 

Chris Parker (FOSBR) 

Matthew Riddle,     

        (S.Glos Council)  

Tony Lloyd (FOSBR) 
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We knew that there are two level crossings, both of which had flashing warning lights and 

mechanised barriers.  But there is also a third crossing on Station Road at Iron Acton which 

has lights but no barriers.  It would have to be seen if these level crossings will still be 

acceptable to Network Rail if the line is re-opened to passenger traffic. 
 

There are three other factors that need to be considered: 

· Will the reinstatement of the freight line to Tytherington Quarry be to a sufficient 

standard so that passenger services can run on the line at a later date? 

· Will there be enough train paths available for additional trains from Thornbury to be 

accommodated? Network Rail states that Westerleigh Junction is a pinch point, 

severely limiting the train paths available (see the next section for more explanation).  

· Matthew also suggested that it might be useful to have a word with Horizon Nuclear 

Power who have proposed construction of a new Oldbury nuclear power station; this 

would be an 'advanced boiling water reactor' and the technology has just been given 

the go-ahead by the Office of Nuclear Regulation - although it will be some years 

before the project could start.  Many materials will need to get to the proposed site - 

and also staff will need to get there during construction and operation.  Would the 

company be thinking of some rail solution to their logistics problems - perhaps staff 

could travel from the Bristol area to Thornbury by rail and then continue to the power 

station by bus?  
 

We had a very useful meeting with Matthew.  So it looks like the Thornbury line may be 

pursued in the future - a feasibility study will be a necessary first step in assessing its 

viability.  And at least, one of the chiefs on the WECA board is sympathetic to the idea! 

 

 

Yate station, looking north 

with southbound platform 

showing on the right of the 

photo 
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The problem with Westerleigh Junction 
 

Westerleigh Junction is the railway junction where the Cross Country Route from York to 

Bristol Temple Meads meets the South Wales Main Line from London Paddington to 

Swansea, near the village of Westerleigh. 

 

  

 

The line running north to south 

through Yate was part of the old 

Bristol & Gloucester railway 

which used to go all the way 

through Mangotsfield, Staple Hill, 

and Fishponds to Temple Meads 

(which could have been now a 

brilliant commuter route into 

town!).   

In Yate a curve off from this 

connects to the London- South 

Wales line while the remainder 

of Bristol & Gloucester line going 

south has been singled and 

terminated at an oil terminal 

next to the M4.    
 

Westerleigh Junction:  

Showing (in the 

foreground) the line from 

Gloucester curving round 

to join the South Wales 

mainline.  In the 

distance, an HST is 

travelling on the mainline 

towards London.   
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The problem with the junction is that trains coming south from the Gloucester direction 

(and going towards Bristol) have to cross over the eastbound (London direction) track of 

the main line before getting onto the westbound (Bristol direction) track.  As the main line 

is very busy, this severely limits the number of trains that can do this manoeuvre in any 

one day.  This restricts the number of trains that can travel on the Gloucester line (and so 

also restricts the number of train paths available for any future Thornbury passenger 

service).  For instance only one train an hour calls at Yate station - this low frequency limits 

the attractiveness to passengers. 

 

One way forward would be for a flyover to take the Gloucester trains over the main line 

and join up further to the west (technically called a 'grade separated junction').  This would 

obviously be expensive but Westerleigh Junction enhancements have been talked about 

for some time.  There has also been talk of re-instating the eastern loop from the 

Gloucester line onto the eastbound track of the main line - there used to be one but it was 

removed.   Other improvements would be needed to increase capacity on the line from 

Westerleigh Junction to Stoke Gifford Junction and also on the line from Westerleigh 

Junction up to Ashchurch (Tewkesbury).   

 

These are all long term improvements - so don't expect anything to happen soon!   

 

************************************************************************* 
 

UWE Students to help FOSBR 
 

FOSBRites Tina and Julie have been in discussion with UWE to see if some MSc students 

could help us.  This has come to fruition because UWE Geography and Environmental 

Management department they have found grant money to pay for two MSc students 

working together for us full time for a total of three weeks.  The idea is for the students to 

be our very own consultants to help us with our submission for the upcoming Joint Local 

Transport Plan (JLTP) which, unless we do something like this, will be based on the 

disappointing Joint Transport Study of September 2017 (as discussed in the previous 

FOSBR newsletter). It will be under supervision from Dr David Williams at UWE who used 

to work for Atkins and Halcrow! 

  

The consultation draft of the JLTP is to be published in April 2018 and there will be six 

weeks of consultation period. If we can brief them in the next few months then, based on 

what is not in the consultation draft, the students can then focus on the bits we think most 

important, and submit our proposals duly vetted by the JLTP consultation deadline in the 

summer.  What we have to do next is recruit the students and the project advert is as 

follows: 
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FOSBR Rail Plan 2018 

Help us put rail into the heart of the new West of England Combined Authority Joint Local 

Transport Plan 2018! 

FOSBR (Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways) are looking for two MSc students to work 

together to help build the case for our local rail proposals.  The students would each work 

for three weeks to help us submit a bold and rigorously argued FOSBR Rail Plan 2018 to 

the JLTP consultation by the summer of 2018. 
 

 

Among the proposals needing examination are: 

1. The Henbury Loop – critiquing a CH2MHill report in 2015, which gave a low BCR for this 

scheme, and examining our proposals to reduce costs and increase ridership; 

2. A Park and Ride at Pilning station – checking our timetable proposals to step up the 

weekly “parliamentary” service to a trial daily or hourly service so as to take commuters off 

the M32; 

3. Evaluating our proposals for new stations at Chittening,  Coalpit Heath, Corsham, Long 

Ashton and Locking (conducting site visits and timetable studies); 

4. Evaluating the benefit–cost ratio of our proposal to reopen the Thornbury Line, which 

has recently cleared of vegetation as far as the quarry at Tytherington. We believe this 

scheme would mitigate the effect of the extensive housing developments planned at 

Buckover Village. You will also meet with the Thornbury residents who are opposing the 

housing proposals. 
 

We look forward to interviewing you and working with you this year. We will brief you, 

take you on site visits and promote your involvement with the local media. Be prepared to 

step into the limelight! 

************************************************************ 

Railbus - a peek into history                                                          Michael Farr 
 

   
 

From the 1950s British Rail did  a few experiments with four wheel drive.  It began with 

some commercial vehicles built by the AEC Group who at the time built London buses and 

the initial three were tested on various lines around the country, including the Amlwch 

The picture below shows 

a 'railbus' at Severn 

Beach station, sometime 

in 1982. 

But what was a railbus?  

The difference between 

a railbus and a railcar is 

that the former has only 

four wheels.  Although 

the vehicle looks like a 

Leyland National bus, it 

was for rail only. 
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branch in Anglesey.  They later went into service at St Albans where I managed to track 

them down.  Then in the late 50s BR announced a further experiment - buying 22 rail buses 

from five manufacturers (including two chassis from Bristol Commercial Vehicles at 

Brislington).  The Western Region ran their four cars between Tetbury-Kemble and 

Cirencester and, when those lines closed (though passenger numbers increased it wasn't 

deemed sufficient to save the lines), two moved to Bodmin and two to Yeovil.  Finally, the 

buses were sent to Scotland who persevered more with the vehicles.  Overall they were 

not particularly successful. 

 

The next tranche were some Leyland single-unit vehicles like the one in my photo, built 

experimentally.  The Severn Beach trial was in October/November 1980.  They then built a 

two car unit (also demonstrated in the Bristol area I believe) which developed into the 

Pacers and the Skipper variant built for the West Country - which had to be taken off the 

branches due to damaging the track. 

 

*********************************************************************** 

 

Class 166 Problems 

 

 

In the previous 

newsletter, we told you 

about the 'teething 

problems' encountered 

with the new 'Turbo' 

trains.  

 

In November and 

December, the situation 

did not improve - in fact 

it got worse! 
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A story from Ollie Fortune: 

On Thursday 21
st  

December me (Ollie Fortune), Carol Durrant and Julie Boston from FOSBR 

travelled by train with Bristol City Council cabinet member for transport, Mhairi Threlfell, 

on the 09.13 train from Temple Meads to Severn Beach.   

The purpose of the trip to Severn Beach was to bring train cancellations to Transport 

cabinet member Threlfell’s attention.  A freedom of information request shows that during 

a 10 week period there have been 27 days of cancellations on the Severn Beach line. 

We spent a little time exploring Severn Beach and quickly ate our light meals at Shirley’s 

cafe so we could catch the 11.54 train back to Bristol Temple meads. As we descended 

upon the station we were met by an angry crowd of around 9 people. It soon became very 

clear that the train had been cancelled.  

Cancellations happen frequently and GWR have said they will provide taxis in the event of 

a cancellation. There were no taxis so we phoned GWR from the information point.   After 

much persistence GWR agreed to send us taxis.  However, 30 minutes later.... still no taxis. 

Three young children under 6 were getting very cold and restless.  83 year old campaigner 

Julie Boston was cold.  Everyone was cold.  

 

Mhairi Threlfell, smiling although cold and disappointed 

This cancellation was not a one off.  No explanation was provided and the agreement 

made to provide a taxi was only upheld because we demanded a taxi.  After a further 20 

minute wait, a friendly, polite taxi driver from yellow cabs came to our rescue and drove us 

safely to College Green in Bristol.  Ed:  Oops, not a good way to impress a Councillor! 
 

There have been other horror stories reported in the Bristol Post, including:  

· A father trying to get to hospital to see his partner give birth was left stranded by a 

Severn Beach train cancellation just 5 minutes before his train was meant to depart.  

Luckily, he was able to get a taxi to St Michael’s Hospital - just in time! 

 

Things seemed to be getting so bad that FOSBR prepared a leaflet which was handed out 

to passengers just before Christmas, as follows: 

We pressed the blue 

button on the help point 

again. The operator 

could not tell us which 

company had organised 

the taxi and said he 

could not track road 

travel from where he 

was. Mhairi Threlfell had 

a meeting at city hall to 

get to and was at risk of 

being late.    
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Update on recent train delays & cancellations from Friends of 

Suburban Bristol Railways 

 

New Class 166 trains (or “Turbos”) were introduced to the Severn Beach Line in July 2017 

as an upgrade from the previous trains, as they have far more seats per carriage, are more 

comfortable and with more space for bikes.  

 

However, the new Turbos have been much more difficult to operate on the Severn Beach 

Line than on other lines.  The doors on the new trains can only be operated from the very 

front and very back, so that for the curved platforms on the line it takes longer for the 

guard to check the train before closing the doors.  The trains are wider so have had 

different speed limits, been restricted to different platforms, and are geared differently 

with a different braking system.  

 

This means that when an issue arises elsewhere in the network, or an earlier train is 

delayed, there is a much smaller margin of error and the train service lacks the resilience 

to recover. There is a higher risk that trains will run progressively later, and so for a 

decision to be made to turn the trains back at Avonmouth or even Clifton Down to make 

up for lost time.  
 

Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways (FOSBR) have met with the train operator, GWR, 

three times over this issue.  From mid-December 2017 GWR will install controls elsewhere 

in the trains to make it easier and quicker for guards to open the doors.  In January 2018 

there will be more rolling stock available for use across the network and it will become 

easier to swap in trains from other lines when there is a delay.  
 

FOSBR are continuing to monitor the number of cancellations and turnbacks and will be 

meeting again with GWR at the beginning of February 2018 to review the situation.  Please 

keep us informed of any issues and concerns, and if you have specific suggestions and 

requests for us to raise with GWR. 

 

What to do if you are unhappy with the current service 

FOSBR suggest you contact some or all of the following to tell them how the current 

problems are affecting you and why the train service is important:  
 

· GWR complaints: gwrfeedback@gwr.com 

· Twitter: @GWRHelp 

· Councillor Mhairi Threlfall, Bristol City Council cabinet member for Transport: 

cllr.mhairi.threlfall@bristol.gov.uk 

· Metro Mayor Tim Bowles: mayor@westofengland-ca.gov.uk 

· Mayor of Bristol, Marvin Rees: mayor@bristol.gov.uk 

· Your MP: you can find their contact details by entering your postcode at: 

www.theyworkforyou.com/mps/  

· Copy to us on campaigns@fosbr.org.uk 
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· Friends of Suburban Bristol Railways, www.fosbr.org.uk and on Facebook and Twitter 

(@FOSBR) to tell us about your experiences 
 

What to do if your service is turned back at Clifton Down 

GWR have arranged for train tickets to be accepted on the no. 3 bus or any other relevant 

buses; if the bus driver does not accept the ticket please retain the bus ticket and GWR will 

reimburse the cost of the ticket. We have also requested a text update service to alert 

passengers when a train is being cancelled or turned back. Please check the GWR website 

for updates.  
 

What to do if your service is turned back at Avonmouth 

We have asked GWR to prioritise the Severn Beach trains to run through to Severn Beach 

without being turned back, so you may well find that the Severn Beach trains are more 

reliable than the Avonmouth trains, at least until January when we are being assured that 

the train service will be improved. GWR have said they will pay for taxis when the Severn 

Beach train is turned back at Avonmouth. Please use the information point at Severn 

Beach Station to advise GWR of the number of passengers waiting. 

 

Tina Biggs, general@fosbr.org.uk  & Julie Boston, campaigns@fosbr.org.uk 

 

Better News: We have had some train time results for January and, joy of joys, things seem 

to be getting a bit better! A definite change since New Year.  It not a huge improvement 

because: 

Ø In week 1 the Severn Beach Line was affected by a Stapleton Road "person hit by train" 

tragedy, then high winds & then train crew problem 

Ø In week 2, it was impacted by signalling issues  

But there way fewer turnbacks to catch up on late trains.  Things are looking up! 

*********************************************************************** 

Bristol's Underground Metro System 
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In the Joint transport Study of September 2017 (discussed in the previous newsletter), one 

of the options being considered in the Transport Vision for the next 20 years was three 

mass transit routes.  The type of system was not detailed and the routes were only 

speculative.  The estimated price tag was of the order of £2.6 billion.  

 

Subsequently, Mayor Marvin Rees has been outlining in more detail the vision he has: that 

Bristol will have a £4 billion underground rail network within 10 years.  The three routes 

being considered are: 

 

v A northern line, running from Aztec West and travelling via Cribbs Causeway and 

Southmead, before following roughly following the course of Gloucester Road into 

Bristol City Centre. 

v An eastern line would run from the city centre, following the course of the A420 

through Kingswood and Warmley, before turning north towards Emersons Green  

v A southern line would travel from the city centre through Southville, Knowle West and 

Bishopsworth before following along the A38 to the Airport. 

 

 
 

Any plans are obviously at a very early stage. And there is considerable scepticism that this 

could be anything but a dream.  Councillor Mark Weston said that "most people would 

love to see a proper Bristol Metro system as already exists in other UK cities but we need 

to establish how viable or feasible this or if it is simply pie-in-the-sky thinking".  
 

It certainly would be the best way of moving people quickly around this city, with its 

narrow streets that slows down surface transport.  But there is one teeny, weeny problem 

- the cost.   
 

£4 billion is four thousand million pounds.  Even if the Chinese want to fund this, what do 

they get out of it?   They would want payback and £4 billion is a lot to pay back - let alone 

the interest.  Possibly they could have property development opportunities or similar but 

all this is going to take a long time to sort out.  So we are very sceptical that it could all be 

done within 10 years.   
 

We certainly should not dismiss this out of hand but we must get an idea whether it is 

feasible.  The last thing we need is for time, effort and money to be spent on a scheme that 

is nor realistic - when that effort and resources could be put into less fanciful schemes that 

have some chance of getting off the ground, such as rail improvements/ re-openings.   

The Mayor (pictured during an interview 

about this)  had earlier commissioned a 

£50,00 geological study which 

apparently showed that tunnelling was 

possible.  He considers that 65-75% of 

the system would be underground.  He 

had been to China in early December in 

a bid to secure funding for this metro 

system, as well as other projects. 
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CAROLS ON THE TRAIN    (by Edith Anderson)   

It seemed like a great idea at the time 

Singing carols whilst travelling on the train line.  

The week before Christmas we arranged to meet 

A carriage was kept so we all got a seat. 

The 3.16 from Avonmouth departed 

With thirty players and singers excited 

To take part in this venture arranged so kind 

By the Friends of the Severn Beach railway line. 

 Clarinet and sax played whilst we all sang; 

Christmas songs and carols through the carriage rang. 

Other passengers looked at us askance; 

Did they want to join in? No chance! 

 All the way to Temple Meads and back 

We sang till our voices started to crack. 

Back at the Community Centre our spirits soared 

To see hot drinks and mince pies as our reward.  

 

FOSBR ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
 

When:    Friday 26th January 2018  

Time:      From 19.15 to 21.15 

Where:  Alma Church Hall, 29 Alma Road, Clifton, Bristol, BS8 2ES 
 

Refreshments:  Hot and cold drinks with snacks will be provided 
 

Directions:  The venue (Alma Church Hall) is c. 5 minutes walk from Clifton Down station.   
 

Suitable trains to get to meeting: leave Temple Meads at 18.03, arriving Clifton Down at 

18.17 or leave Temple Meads at 18.47 and arrive Clifton Down at 19.02 

Suitable trains after the meeting: leave Clifton Down at 20.16, arriving Temple Meads at 

22.34 or leave Clifton Down at 21.52, arriving TM at 22.07   

There will be a selection of speakers, including Mhairi Threlfall, Bristol City Cabinet 

Member for Transport, who will update us on Bristol's Air Quality and Transport Plan (inc. 

Portishead & Hernbury).  Other speakers will give updates on the performance of the 

Severn Beach line after introduction of the Turbos, the Bristol Underground and WECA's 

Joint Transport Study and Joint Spatial Plan.  We will have regional updates and discuss the 

FOSBR Rail Plan 2018. 

There will be plenty of time for discussion and questions.  We need your input! 
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Please note: 

· If you wish to be nominated for any of the six Committee posts (Chair, Secretary, 

Membership Secretary, Treasurer, Campaigns Organiser and Press Officer), please give 

your nominations to Julie when you arrive. 

· We will be pleased to collect membership renewals at the AGM.  Individual membership 

is £8 (or £4 for concessions) 

 
A map of the venue 

 

For entrance to the hall, walk 20 metres along St Johns Road from junction with Alma Road 

& look for FOSBR banner on the iron railings to the left. 

 

 

********************************************************************* 

Our next newsletter will be in Early Summer 2018.   If you have anything for the next 

newsletter (comments, photos, whinges, praise, poems, etc.), please send them in to us.  
 

General enquiries: general@fosbr.org.uk Facebook:  www.facebook.com/FOSBR 

Membership: membership@fosbr.org.uk Twitter:  www.twitter.com/FOSBR 

Newsletter:  newsletter@fosbr.org.uk    Website:   www.fosbr.org.uk 

Campaigning:  campaigns@fosbr.org.uk  

or write to FoSBR, c/o 29 Brighton Road, Redland, Bristol, BS6 6NU 
                                                                    Ó FOSBR, printed by Greyhound, Clifton 


